
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 May 2016] 

 p2920a-2921a 
Mr Peter Watson 

AQUATIC RESOURCES MANAGEMENT BILL 2015 
AQUATIC RESOURCES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2015 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [3.01 pm]: I have great pleasure in continuing my speech on the 
Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015 and the Aquatic Resources Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P. Abetz): Members, there are too many conversations taking place. I think the 
member for Albany has something really important to tell the house, so let us give him our attention. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Firstly, I would like to welcome to the public gallery the students from Great Southern 
Grammar. I give a big round of applause to Gavin Riches and the very astute young students from 
Great Southern Grammar. 
Fishing has been a really big industry in Albany for a long time. We have had the salmon and herring industries 
and other different fishing industries over a long period. Over the years, they have slowly gone away. We cannot 
get much work in the salmon industry. People fish at Salmon Holes, and I will speak about Salmon Holes in 
a moment. Salmon used to be a really big industry in Albany but, unfortunately, there is no market for it now, so 
the salmon just keep swimming back and forth and we do not see much of them. It is the same with herring. 
Herring was a very big industry. We had lots of small industries but, unfortunately, the bait companies slowly 
folded. It is another big issue. 
We now have a shark barrier in Albany, which I congratulate the Premier for. It is amazing that we are seeing 
more and more sharks. Some of the old fishermen in Albany say that previously with the salmon run, there 
would be a couple of hammerhead sharks or maybe a bronze whaler, but now the big boys—the big white 
pointers—come along with the schools of salmon. Obviously, with the overseas boats taking our fish from 
further out and the different water temperatures, the sharks are coming in a lot closer to shore. I congratulate the 
government for installing the shark net, but I would also like it to follow it up. There is a shark patrol plane in 
Perth and there is a shark patrol plane in the south west, but there is none in Albany and Denmark in the great 
southern region. As I say, a lot more sharks are seen in our region than are seen in Perth and the south west. 
I hope it is not a political decision. I hope it can be looked at, because a lot of people come to Albany at Easter, 
Christmas and the school holidays. Albany is not always the best place to swim, so we need something that 
makes people feel secure. The only place in Albany I will swim is within the shark net. 
I was there the morning that young Jason was attacked by the shark and I saw how big the shark was. I saw how 
brave Jo Lucas was when she went out. I told people not to go in the water, because I saw Jason lying there with 
his Achilles hanging out and blood everywhere. I saw the fin of the big shark go past the surf club and I saw how 
quickly it swam from the surf club to Ellen Cove, with three flicks of its tail. I said that I would never go back in 
the water, but, thanks to the Premier and the shark net, I have been back in. It is something that we have to look 
at and encourage. Going to the beach and fishing is a big part of Albany’s tourism industry. 
It was great to see the Minister for Fisheries the other day when he got the multispecies shellfish hatchery going. 
That will be great for the region, because there are very good waters in Princess Royal Harbour. It has been tried 
before, but it was not necessarily successful. I had a meeting the other day with the group that has put money 
into it and it is very confident that it can make it work. 
A bit further around from there is Bremer Bay, which is a new part of the electorate of Albany. I was out there 
the other day and I saw the tremendous resource in Bremer Bay canyon. I have a friend who takes people out on 
boats so they can take photos of orcas and other whales and octopus and giant squid within close proximity to 
the shore. However, we have to make sure that we protect that area. It is not in the protection zone now; it is just 
to the left of the protection zone. Even though it will be a tremendous tourism acquisition, we have to make sure 
that it is done properly. There are probably only one or two areas in the world that produce the same amount of 
sea life and fish. We just have to make sure that it is done properly. I am sure that people in Bremer Bay are 
quite happy for the business to go ahead, but they want to keep their community and they do not want 
10 000 people to come in at a time. 
I will get on to Salmon Holes. We spoke about this the other day. On average, one or two people a year go off 
Salmon Holes. We discussed the other day what can be done. We could put up a fence, but then everyone would 
climb the fence. We have put up signs in different languages. We have done everything, but we cannot account 
for the stupidity factor or the ignorance factor in people. I was near the water on the day that that unfortunate 
young person went off the rocks. I struggled to walk along the beach as the waves were pounding in. People on 
the beach were catching salmon; they did not have to go out onto the rocks. If people go out onto the rocks, they 
will not necessarily catch a salmon, because they have to pull it in over the rocks. People do not understand that 
a king wave is not a wave that comes at them; a king wave is a wave that comes around the side and washes 
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them into the water. Most people think that the wave will come up, they will see it and they will be able to get 
out of the way. 

I used to live in Denmark quite a few years ago and I used to go fishing just off the beach at Skippy Rock. I was 
standing there one night and this old guy said to me “Watto, come in and get a rock in front of you so there’s 
something there.” About 15 minutes later, a wave came in, smashed against me and broke my nose—as members 
can see, it has healed really well! All my gear and my car keys went in the water. People go out onto the rock 
and they tie themselves to it and that is great, but the force of a wave will break any rope. I do not know how we 
can educate them, but we cannot afford to keep losing people. We cannot take access to the beach away from 
people who do the right thing when they go out there to catch salmon. Everyone loves to catch salmon. They are 
the best fighting fish I have ever seen, not that I have caught many. It is something that we have to look at. 
Minister, I know we want to get on to the next bill. I fully support the bill. As I say, Albany has always been 
a fishing community. Maybe with this new industry that has come we can make it better. Congratulations to the 
government for the new shark net. I am glad it has not broken open like one did. 
Mr J.M. Francis: Is it fairly popular? 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes, it is. People are quite confident to go there. I went there and had a swim with the wife, 
and the next day they said there was a hole in it, so I swam under false pretences! I am sure the Premier went 
down and put a hole there and said, “Watto’s going through”, and in comes the shark! Anyway, I fully support 
this bill. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.H.D. Day (Leader of the House). 
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